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to the reviewers, lists their names, and then stops. However,
this year your Editor is motivated to comment in more depth
about them. Reviewers can be placed along a scale of quality.
The yardstick has the following features, ranging from useless
reviews to excellent reviews:

1) Never returns the manuscript or review report.
2) Recommends rejection without specific, objective reasons.
3) Returns a blank review report form except for checking

the boxes.
4) Returns a review report with written comment as well as

boxes checked; written comment focuses on grammar,
typographical errors, etc., but fails to evaluate merit.

5) Promptly gives manuscript to a qualified colleague for
review if he does not have time to do it himself. Qualified
colleague then completes the review.

6) Returns promptly a complete review report; comments
are thorough and perceptive and focus not only on the merit
of the paper but also point out the other errors enumerated in

Item 4 above. If the recommendation is to reject, it is sub-
stantiated by specific and objective reasons.

Fortunately most reviewers fall along the scale at 5 or 6. If
you are a reviewer who earns a scale of 1, 2, or 3, the chances
are that your name is deleted from the Editor's list of
reviewers. Sometimes a reviewer who is normally a scale 6
reviewer regresses to a mark of 3 on the reviewer quality scale.
In that case, the editor usually selects the reviewer again.

The editors attempt to match the content of the manuscript
with the areas of competency of the reviewer. Occasionally a
mismatch occurs. As a reviewer, if a paper does not match
your technical area, please give it to a qualified colleague or
return the manuscript promptly to the editor.

Now that I have commented about the range of quality of
reviewers, I should quickly state that the majority of our
reviewers are at a scale of 6. The editors of JA do appreciate
their efforts.

Alien E. Fuhs
Editor-in-Chief
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